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About CIIF

 Established in 2002 by HKSAR Government

 Funded 444 social capital building projects with an approved
amount totaling HK$785 million

Objectives:

 To implement diversified social capital development projects in
the community;

 To promote reciprocity between the public and different sectors;

 To build together cross-sectoral collaborative platforms and social
support networks; and

 To garner mutual trust, spirit of cooperation and social cohesion,
and enhance mutual support.



What is Social Capital? 

CSR + Social Capital = Develop Different Cross-sectoral Collaboration Models 

• Drive employee engagement
• Enhance corporate culture
• Boost employee capacity and morale
• Improve corporates’ image 



Source: https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/12/519172-sustainable-development-goals-kick-start-new-year

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• End poverty

• Protect the planet 

• Improve the lives and 
prospects of everyone 
in the world

• Adopted by all United 
Nations Member States

• Part of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 



Sources: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/09/un-forum-highlights-fundamental-
role-of-private-sector-in-advancing-new-global-goals/ https://corpgov.law.harvard.edu/2018/10/04/un-
sustainable-development-goals-the-leading-esg-framework-for-large-companies/#2; 
https://www.3blmedia.com/News/GRI-Creates-Practical-Guidelines-Accelerate-SDG-Progress

SDGs are not only for nations, but also for companies
• To provide a framework and common language; and

• To set ESG and Sustainability policies.



• Lowering income

• Unemployment

• Slowing economic growth

• Recession

• Vulnerable segments of
society and families falling
below poverty line

COVID-19 pandemic



“We need to turn the recovery into a real opportunity to 
do things right for the future.”

by UN Secretary-General António Guterres

SDGs: Framework for COVID-19 Recovery

Source: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdgs-framework-for-covid-19-recovery/



Sources: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/guidebook; 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/17_Why-It-Matters-2020.pdf; 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal17

Partnership for the Goals



CIIF-funded Project –
Rural-Net Works, LonelyLess (從北孤單網鄉情)

• Carried out by Hong Kong YWCA - Ellen Li
District Elderly Community Centre

• Adopted “community-medical-school-
business” cross-sectoral collaboration
model

• To provide support services to rural
elders in Sheung Shui, Fanling and Sha
Tau Kok

• To encourage rural elders’ re-integration 
into the community



Project Collaborative Partner-
A.S. Watson Group 

Mobilise corporate 
volunteers (Pharmacist, 
Dietitian and Chinese 

medicine practitioners)

Donate 
surgical 
masks 

Establish 
relationships 

with 
beneficiaries, 
community 
and NGO

Build social 
capital in 

community and 
corporate social 

capital in the 
company 

Utilise
corporate’s

expertise and 
enhance 

corporate 
image



Source: https://www.robeco.com/hk/en/insights/2020/07/covid-19-
takes-center-stage-in-national-esg-rankings.html

Correlation between ESG scores 
and a country’s Covid-19 response

High 
ESG scores

Low 
ESG scores

Keep the virus 
contained

Higher caseloads



Source: https://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/3082499/coronavirus-strengthens-case-sustainable-investing-esg-stocks

New Wave of ESG Awareness



Source: https://www.theasset.com/article-esg/40706/the-coronavirus-teaches-hong-kong-businesses-important-esg-lessons

“Strong relationships and 
trust are cornerstones of 
carrying a company and 
its employees through 

bad times.”

“Companies that are focused on 
being part of their community are 

more likely to find support in times 
of crisis.” 

*Core values 
of Social 
Capital*



Together We Build 
a Sustainable and Caring Hong Kong

Know more about CIIF: www.ciif.gov.hk

CIIF充滿人情味的基金 ciifhk

Apply for                          now! 


